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Report Highlights: 

India had a $6.8 billion agricultural and related products (ARP) trade surplus in calendar year 2016 with 

the world.  India was the world’s 14
th

 largest ARP importer and 15
th

 largest ARP exporter in 2016.  

Total ARP trade (imports and exports) were $48 on a per capita basis – much lower than every country 

with data available. India had large ARP trade surpluses with the United States, the Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC), the G-8, the G-33, and many other countries or economic unions. 
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General Information:  

(Note: Most trade data used in this report is from the Indian Ministry of Commerce and differs from 

official U.S. published sources that cite U.S. Census Bureau trade data or third-country data based on 

their own ministries or departments.  ARP groupings match those of the USDA Bulk, Intermediate, 

Consumer-Oriented, and Agricultural Related products data sets at the Harmonized Tariff System six-

digit level) 

  

India Remains a Net Trade Exporter of ARP Commodities 

Indian ARP imports from all origins in calendar year 2016 were $26.9 billion (a 6 percent increase from 

2015) while ARP exports were $33.7 billion (a 4 percent drop from the prior year). India’s ARP trade 

surplus was $6.8 billion – making it one of the world’s leading net ARP exporters.  The surplus is lower 

from 2015 and earlier years by considerable amounts and stems primarily from year on year decreases 

in ARP exports to the world rather than a jump in Indian imports. 

  

Looking at India’s ARP exports, declines in trade values over the past few years were the greatest in 

bulk and intermediate commodities like basmati and parboiled rice, cotton, guar gum and oilseeds and 

for a few intermediate products like soy meal and consumer-oriented products like bovine meat 

(carabeef).  From 2015 to 2016, India’s decline in ARP exports was 4 percent.  Many of the leading 

ARP world exporters trade values saw similar changes as well over the same period (such as United 

States and Netherlands with – 1 percent growth; China with 3 percent growth; Brazil – 4 percent 

decline, France – 3 percent decline; and Australia 6 percent decline).  India’s positive, but shrinking 

trade surplus is not atypical of broader global trends.  Still, however, with $33.7 billion in ARP exports, 

the country ranked 15
th

 in the world with broad-based trade and trade surpluses with many countries. 

  

The value of India’s imports of ARP items from the world ranks it as the 14
th

 largest importer of such 

items.  With a 6 percent increase in the value of imported ARP items from 2015 to 2016, the country is 

in the same range as most other agricultural countries (such as Brazil 14 percent increase; Poland 5 

percent increase; United States, France, Spain and Belgium each with 3 percent growth whereas China – 

4 percent decline; the United Kingdom – 5 percent decline; and Malaysia – 6 percent decline).  India’s 

import value of ARPs places the country between Mexico (13
th

) and Hong Kong (15
th

) in the world’s 

ranking of ARP importers. 

  

Net Trade Flows – Largely Positive with the World Unless Edible Oil or Oilseeds Involved 

India’s ARP trade surpluses with individual countries are greatest with Vietnam ($3.5 billion), the 

United States ($2.4 billion), the UAE ($1.8 billion), Saudi Arabia ($1.5 billion), and Bangladesh ($1.1 

billion).  As for associations and trade groups, India’s has ARP trade surpluses with the GCC ($4.3 

billion), the G-8 ($3.9 billion), the EU-28 ($3.1 billion), and the G-33 ($874 million).  

  

India’s greatest ARP trade deficits with individual countries are with Indonesia ($3.7 billion), Argentina 

($2.5 billion), Malaysia ($1.7 billion), Ukraine ($1.6 billion), Brazil ($1.6 billion), Australia ($1.2 

billion), and Canada ($800 million).  Owing almost entirely to the large oilseed and related product 

imports from Brazil, India runs an ARP trade deficit with BRICS ($900  million) members and owing to 

nearly offsetting trade balances with Indonesia (deficit) and Vietnam (surplus), India runs a $500 

million total ARP surplus with CIVETS members. 
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ARP Total Trade on a Per Capita Basis – India Lowest Among those with Available Data 

India’s participation in ARP total trade, both imports and exports, on a per capita basis is among the 

lowest of major ARP trading countries and all others of the world that have 2016 data available.  

Whether looking at countries with relatively open ARP trade or those with stringent 

sanitary/phytosanitary or tariff barriers, the per capita value of India’s ARP trade was many factors 

below those with available data.  With India’s 2016 ARP total trade at just over $60.6 billion and a 

population of 1.267 billion, the amount of ARP trade per person was $48.  China, the world’s most 

populous country, was about 3 times more participatory in global ARP trade with a per capita ARP 

trade value of $157.  The United States per capita ARP trade was $963 and Canada’s was $2,852.  The 

Netherlands was the world’s leading ARP per capita trader with values at $8,486. 

  

India’s Leading Trade Partners – What India is Buying and Selling 

Aside from the United States from where India is buying almonds, cotton, pulses, and ethanol for 

industrial use, most of the ARP goods India is buying from its leading suppliers (Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Argentina, Ukraine, Canada, Australia and Myanmar) are either edible oils or oilseeds (e.g., palm, 

sunflower, soybean, and canola) or peas, lentils, pulses and beans.  After these commodities, India 

imports a broad range of forestry products. 

  

Vietnam was India’s largest ARP export destination followed by the United States, the UAE, Saudi 

Arabia, and Bangladesh.  Across all export destinations, India’s leading agricultural exports were 

fishery products ($5.5 billion), rice ($5.4 billion), bovine meat/carabeef ($3.8 billion), spices ($1.8 

billion), sugar ($1.7 billion), intermediate products and cotton (each at $1.4 billion) and vegetable oils 

($1 billion).  Following these big value items, India also exported a range of tropical products like 

cashew nuts, tea and coffee; fresh vegetables (such as onions and pepper); peanuts; as well as fresh 

fruits (such as mangoes and grapes). 

  

India’s ARP Trade in Relation to Indian Trade of All Goods 

India had a net trade in goods deficit with the world in 2016 to the amount of $98.3 billion.  Its largest 

trade surpluses in all goods were with the United States ($19.5 billion), the UAE ($11.4 billion), Hong 

Kong ($6.1 billion), Bangladesh ($5.6 billion) and Nepal ($4.8 billion).  It ran its greatest trade deficits 

with China ($51.7 billion), Switzerland ($13.9 billion), Saudi Arabia ($13.3 billion), Indonesia ($9.2 

billion), and Iraq ($9 billion). 

  

India’s global imports of all commodities in 2016 were $360.7 billion.  India’s leading suppliers of 

goods imported were China ($60.7 billion), the United States ($21.7 billion), the UAE ($19.3 billion), 

Saudi Arabia ($18.3 billion) and Switzerland ($15 billion). ARP items were 7.5 percent of India’s total 

import of goods in 2016 and are much smaller than other commodity groups like fuel/oil ($89.8 billion), 

precious stones and metals ($48.2 billion), and electric machinery and sound equipment ($37 billion).  

At the Harmonized Tariff System 2-digit level, the most significant agricultural goods imported were 

animal and vegetable fats and oils (HTS 15) in seventh place and $10.5 billion; nearly forty percent of 

all ARP imports. 
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India’s global exports of all commodities in 2016 were $262.4 billion.  Leading destinations were the 

United States ($41.2 billion), the UAE ($30.6 billion), Hong Kong ($13.2 billion), China ($9 billion), 

and the UK ($8.6 billion).  India’s ARP exports amounted to 12.8 percent of all export earnings. At the 

HTS 2-digit level, cotton (HTS 52), cereals (HTS 10), and fish/crustaceans/etc. (HTS 03) ranked 11
th

, 

13
th

, and 14
th

 place respectively.  More significant exports were in precious stones and metals ($43.2 

billion), fuel/oil ($27.5 billion), automotive vehicles and parts ($15 billion), nuclear 

reactors/boilers/machinery ($13.6 billion), pharmaceutical products ($13 billion).  The aggregate value 

of ARP exports place it ahead of India’s fuel/oil exports and 225 percent of India’s automotive vehicle 

and parts exports. 

 

 
 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 5 
 

 
 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 6 
 

 
 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 7 
 

 
 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 8 
 

 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 9 
 

 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 10 
 

 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 11 
 

 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 12 
 

 
 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 13 
 

 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 14 
 

 
 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 15 
 

 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 16 
 

 
 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 17 
 

 
 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 18 
 

 



IN7056 India Amasses $6.8 Billion in Ag and Related Product Trade Surplus Page 19 
 

 
 

 

  

  

                     

  

 


